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 * * *  Renew Dues for 2020 * * *

CANCELED

Health concerns and an over-abundance of caution has caused the Phil 
Kearny Civil War Round Table to cancel this upcoming March 18th meeting.

Pat Schuber will be rescheduled for later in the year.

The Hasbrouck Heights Municipal Building has also canceled all public 
meetings until the end of the month. 

Please stay tuned for updates and visit our website 
www.PhilKearnyCWRT.org

  

Despite that this month’s meeting having been canceled because of this recent 

world health crisis, it doesn’t mean we have not been active. We wanted to 

provide you with an abbreviated newsletter and ask you to take action as well.  

Recently, there has been news about our namesake, General Philip Kearny  

with attempts to remove his statue from the US Capitol in Washington DC. 

Our corresponding secretary Norm Dykstra has already sent a letter on behalf 

of the Phil Kearny Round Table to our NJ elected officials about our 

displeasure as well as a letter to the Civil War News. We have included them 

here and hope you too will follow up and let our legislators and media know 

with a phone call, email or letter. This will help get the message out as well.  

Having heard the arguments on both sides, I have included my thoughts, while 

not addressing which side is right or wrong, I look at the specifics at way this 

“Discarding a Hero - the Kearny Statue Removal Bill” has been done and 

question the legislative process as to why has this bill been so secretive and 

fast tracked to get it passed and enacted? 

We hope you stay safe during these times and remain healthy. 

Regimental Bulletin Editor 
Jim Madden

Submission to newsletter 
JMadden@NJCivilWar.com

$25 per year for membership

Phil Kearny CWRT
Joe Truglio

15 Tuscany Circle 

Manchester, NJ 08759 

848-227-3308

Joseph.Truglio@comcast.net

Your membership 

and continued support 

is always appreciated 

and assists with our 

programs and tours

Send your dues to:
 

Norm Dykstra 
77 Walray Ave, 

North Haledon, NJ 07508

http://www.PhilKearnyCWRT.org/
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http://www.PhilKearnyCWRT.org/
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HOLIDAY DINNER 2019: PKCWRT Corr. Secretary 

Norm Dykstra, Speaker Bill Styple and President 

Joe Truglio. Bill spoke about his life time of research 

and upcoming book on General Phil Kearny. 

General William L. “Mudwall” Jackson

March 18th 
Canceled

April 20th 
Ralph Siegel
The Peach Orchard

May 20th 
Peter Lubrecht

Carl Schurz at Chancellorsville

June 17th
Bob Jorgensen

River Crossing on the Rappahannock

Speakers  TBA
Sept 16th
Oct 21st
Nov 18th

Holiday  Party - December 6th

Last month many were surprised to learn that the New 

Jersey Senate had voted [S1369 on 2/10/2020] to 

remove New Jersey’s own Civil War General Philip 

Kearny statue and replace it with another statue of 

Alice Paul (1855-1977), a giant in the fight for 

woman’s suffrage born in Mount Laurel, NJ. The next 

steps, the NJ Assembly’s version of the same bill will 

be voted on then sent on to Governor Murphy to be 

signed, should it pass. 

There has been a debate back and forth of the merits 

of this legislation, including as to why is there a 

removal of a historical statue for another if no one has 

an issue with the subject? One side has cried identity 

politics, while the other side has stated it’s time to 

show more diversity and honor others within the US 

Capitol’s National Statuary Hall Collection. 

Each state is allowed two statues of an individual 

which honors their history at the US Capital. In 1888, 

New Jersey choose Richard Stockton, a signer of the 

Declaration of Independence from New Jersey and 

General Philip Kearny, a New Jersey resident at the 

time of his death in 1862. Kearny lost an arm fighting 

in the Mexican War and was killed serving his country 

during the Civil War defending the Union and fighting to 

end slavery. This Kearny statue is called “The Perfect 

Soldier”.  

Many were dismayed that a bill would even request the 

replacement of a historical statue because “heroes are 

no longer fashionable” but more troublesome was how 

quickly this “Discarding a Hero - The Kearny Statue 

Removal Bill” had advanced through the legislature 

with practically little knowledge or any public discussion 

until it suddenly appeared on the Senate Floor and was 

voted on  - all in the same day. 

NJ Senators voted: Yes [31], No [0], Not voting [9]. This 

tally on February 10, 2020 raises questions as to why 

were there zero No votes? Did the elected officials 

really understand or care what they were voting on? 

Why has this bill been rushed through in this way? It 

was not an emergency, this bill was not life or death, a 

question to public safety or health, but a replacement of 

a statue. Why was this an emergency and went through 

this legislative process like this?

General Philip Kearny Statue Threatened with Removal
Discarding a hero raises many questions but how it was done raises more. 

What can you do?   
                                                                          -Jim Madden
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From Page 2

“Discarding a Hero - The Kearny Statue Removal 

Bill” [S1369] did not go through the normal bill process 

of a time delay between introduction, Senate 

Committee review, (in this case, the State Government, 

Wagering, Tourism & Historical Preservation 

Committee), then back onto the Senate floor for a 2nd 

reading and then later a 3rd reading with a vote. This 

normally has to take place over a period of time, by NJ 

law a calendar day or more however in this case it all 

happened on the same day.  

This bill was introduced as an “Emergency Resolution” 

which is a motion used to expedite the passage of 

legislation by advancing a bill from second and third 

reading on the same day.  This requires an affirmative 

vote of three-fourths of House membership, with 30 

votes in the NJ Senate, which has already happened. 

The NJ General Assembly still needs to vote on this 

pending bill. 

If the bill [A1119] passes through the NJ Assembly, it 

goes onto the Governor, where Phil Murphy could 

either sign it or veto it. 

Going back to the first 

version of the original 

“Kearny Statue Removal 

Bill” (from 6/24/2019) it 

raises even more 

questions. Throughout 

this state government 

document, the General’s 

name is misspelled, with 

an added “e” as in 

‘Kearney’ in both the 

Senate and Assembly 

versions of the bill.  

Maybe not a big deal to 

some, but a simple 

Google search to find the 

proper spelling, even if 

one looked to the NJ 

township of Kearny as an 

example since it was 

named for the General, 

could have helped with 

that but perhaps the rush to get this bill out prevented 

that creating this oversight. It has since been corrected 

on more recent documents for the 2020 session. This 

rush may have also prevented the sponsors to take the 

time to read up on General Phil Kearny. Even a 

Wikipedia page on the history of this fallen military 

hero, with the correct spelling, or perhaps a search to 

find out why the people of New Jersey in 1888 thought 

Kearny was so noteworthy to choose him as one of 

two New Jersey notables to honor our state, 24 years 

after his death would have been in order. 

This bill still has a lot of steps and unanswered 

questions to resolve, including the formation of a 

selected committee, formally requesting the Joint 

Committee of the Library of Congress to have the 

statue replaced, which needs to be approved, then 

selection of a sculptor, find how to pay for the new 

statue (a requirement by the Federal Government is 

the statue must be paid for by the state “aka 

taxpayers” and not by any group or organization). The 

committee also needs to figure out how does this new 

statue get transported to the US Capital and pay for 

that cost also. Let’s not forget the sponsors don’t care 

where this “old” Kearny “Perfect Soldier” Statue should 

go, if the town of Kearny wants it, they can have it or 

anyone else for that matter, as long as it’s gone. 

No one has said that Alice Paul doesn’t deserve her 

own statue but removing one statue of a military hero, 

who served honorably dying for our country in place of 

another statue of historically significance pits our 

history and true historical preservation against itself. 

What can you do? 

Write, Email and Call your elected officials, 
especially your own two assembly members 

within your district who still have to vote on this 
A1119 bill. Here is a handy link to look up your 

assembly member. 

https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/legsearch.asp.

Use this link to find the legislative office phone 
numbers and email address to let them know your 

thoughts.

Don’t stop there, should this bill pass the NJ 
Assembly, Governor Murphy still needs to sign it 

into law. Contact him as well. 
https://www.nj.gov/governor/contact/

Don’t forget to let your voice and concerns be heard by 

other government officials as well including on social 

media, from Facebook to Twitter, including on their pages 

of your NJ legislators. Don’t forget to pass the word on to 

Civil War groups, Veteran Organizations and other 

historical societies.

The Kearny Statue at the US Capitol

https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/legsearch.asp
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/legsearch.asp
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/legsearch.asp
https://www.nj.gov/governor/contact/
https://www.nj.gov/governor/contact/
https://www.nj.gov/governor/contact/
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Philip Kearny
Given by New Jersey to the National Statuary Hall Collection

Ph i l i p k e a r n y wa s b or n on ju n e 1, 1814, in 
New York City to a rich and socially prominent 
family. Because his mother died when he was 
quite young, Kearny spent his early years in a 
series of boarding schools and made his home 
with his maternal grandfather. Kearny attended 
Columbia University and studied law, but he 
decided to follow a military career.

As a second lieutenant in the First United States 
Dragoons, commanded by his uncle, Kearny was 
sent to France to study cavalry tactics. He soon 
distinguished himself when he served with the
Chasseurs d’Afrique in Algiers in 1840. He returned 
to the United States and became an aide-de-camp 
to General Alexander Macomb, commander-
in-chief of the army, and later to his successor, 
General Winfi eld Scott. He then married, started 
a family, and resigned his commission in 1846. He 
was immediately called back into service, however, 
to lead the advance on Mexico City in the 
Mexican War of the same year. Kearny’s left arm 
was shattered in battle and had to be amputated.

Kearny again withdrew from military life, but 
in 1859 he served on the staff  of General Morris 
in France. He returned to the United States at 
the outbreak of the Civil War and served as a 
brigadier general with the Army of the Potomac. 
He lost his life in the Battle of Chantilly, Virginia, 
on September 1, 1862.

April 2011

Bronze by Henry Kirke Brown 

Given in 1888; located in Hall of Columns.

https://www.aoc.gov/art/national-statuary-hall-collection/philip-kearny

https://www.aoc.gov/art/national-statuary-hall-collection/philip-kearny
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Norm Dykstra’s Letter to Civil War News

It seems popular opinion today is to rid this Country of all things Confederate. Now, however, 

there are many in the New Jersey State Senate who wish to remove and replace a statue 

honoring a Union military hero! They have already approved New Jersey Bill S-1369. It must now 

be approved by the NJ General Assembly before it is sent to Gov. Phil Murphy for his signature – 

which could happen before the end of March!

According to William Styple (the modern authority on Kearny) the bronze statue of Major General 

Philip Kearny was placed in Statuary Hall in the U. S. Capitol on August 21, 1888, thanks to the 

efforts of Cortlandt Parker, a highly respected Newark, NJ lawyer and Kearny’s closest admirer. 

He began his quest to honor Kearny in 1868, three years after the Civil War ended, because: 

“Philip Kearny gave his life to eradicate slavery.” General Kearny was killed in action leading his 

Union troops in the Battle of Chantilly, VA, September 1, 1862 on the heels of the Second Battle 

of Bull Run. Parker continued “Kearny saw early and clearly the stake of the war….he preceded 

all in suggesting our duty to the race. Nationality for the union, freedom for the slave, these his 

simple directness saw were the issues of the strife….”

Additionally, at the ceremonial unveiling of the statue, one of the speakers was U. S. 

Congressman Albert C. Thompson – a Civil War veteran who fought in Kearny’s command. 

Speaking of his old commander (and his fellow Union soldiers) he said: “These men came from 

every walk of life and abandoned the prosperous employments of peace to die, if need be, for 

country. The lessons of patriotism taught by them should be constantly impressed upon the youth 

of the Nation, and no higher or more important duty devolves upon the survivors of the grand 

army of the Union than that of bringing up their children in that respect for authority, that 

reverence for the Constitution and that love of country which so distinguished them in the days of 

’61.”

Major General Philip Kearny, who New Jersey claimed as her citizen, fought with all his might 

against a Confederacy which advocated slavery and gave his life to destroy slavery and give 

freedom and equality to all in a reunited country.

His statue should not be removed from Statuary Hall. His bronze features should now compel us 

to bring up our children, of all races, to respect authority, revere the Constitution and love THIS 

country – the United States of America. Please, let your voice be heard by contacting the NJ 

State lawmakers and Governor. Don’t let them remove this American hero!

Norman A. Dykstra

Charter member/Trustee – New Jersey Civil War Heritage Association

Charter member/Officer – Phil Kearny Civil War Round Table of North Jersey
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PHIL  KEARNY  CIVIL  WAR  ROUND  TABLE

15 TUSCANY CIRCLE  MANCHESTER, NEW JERSEY 08759  WEB ADDRESS  www.philkearnycwrt.org

February 27, 2020 

Dear Assemblyman                  ,

We are a vibrant and long-established Civil War Round Table in northern New Jersey and we 
are very disturbed to learn of the recent passage of New Jersey Bill S-1369 in the State 
Senate, which seeks the removal and replacement of the statue of our namesake, Major 
General Philip Kearny, from Statuary Hall in the U. S. Capitol.

General Kearny was killed in action by Confederate troops in the Battle of Chantilly, VA 
on September 1, 1862, which occurred just after the Second Battle of Bull Run. He was 
leading his Union troops against a foe which advocated slavery and wished to tear this 
country apart in order to sustain that institution, when he was cut down by a Rebel ball.

New Jersey claimed him as her citizen and named a Hudson County town in his honor and 
placed a statue of him in our nations’ Capitol because he honorably led his troops and gave 
his life in the fight to destroy slavery and reunite this country, to give freedom and equality 
to all in these United States of America.

I speak on behalf of the entire Round Table in urging you and your fellow members of the 
New Jersey General Assembly to vote NO on NJ-A1119, sponsored by Assemblywoman 
Carol Murphy, and keep the likeness of Major General Phil Kearny in Statuary Hall as a 
permanent reminder that freedom and equality for all, even today, is still worth fighting and, 
perhaps, dying for.

Yours truly,

Norman A. Dykstra 
Corresponding Secretary - PKCWRT
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